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" Birds of a feather

After Mayor Giuliani ejected National Helicopter Corp. from
the 34th St. heliport for beating the city out of $700,000 in back
rent, the Port Authority gave the chopper pirates a new launch
pad at the Wall St. heliport. It figures.

The PA has stiffed the city out of millions in rent for JFK and
L4Guardia airports — so its aiding and abetting another bad
tenant is no surprise. Birds of a feather really do flock together.

The PA says it must let National use its heliport because fed-
eral funds were used to build the facility. So the agency’s 75 law-
yers aren’t clever enough to stop a gang of rogue pilots? '

The deal is especially galling because, the Daily News has
learned, National owes the Internal Revenue Service $3.6 mil-
lion. Surely, the PA’s lawyers could find a way to stop giving tax
deadbeats access to federal facilities. , -

National even filed a bogus bankruptcy claim to stop the city
from evicting it from the 34th St. site. But the city finally pre-
vailed last month. Soon after that, the firm began a van service
from midtown to the downtown heliport.

Some of National’s pilots also began landing at the state’s
public heliport at 34th, but did so through an arrangement with
the heliport’s lease holder, Air Pegasus. There are no direct
payments to the state. Yet a Port Authority spokesman seems
downright proud when he says National Helicopter pays it
“cash on the barrel.” Just whose case is it?

Giuliani has promised to reduce helicopter traffic by 40% be-

cause the droning whirlybirds are intrusive to life in the Big Ap-
ple. For once, the Port Authonty should help instead of playmg
the worm.
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. National Helicopter. Corp., .
evicted .thfee weeks "ago ‘with”
$700,000 rent owing af the city-
'owned East River heliport at34th -
St, has been flying ‘sightseeing
tours from the Port Authority’s
Downtown Heliport.

Nearly double T
The move adds an estimatéd
50take-offs and landings per day
and nearly doubles the five-days B
per week activity of the heliport’
at Pier Six on the East River, ;

" “We're concerned about that
many flights and the noise, with )
all those residents at Southbridge
Towers,” said Judy Duffy,

—Cqmmnnyﬂaapdz,.mfeqiggg{
the residential complex with
1,651 apartments south of the
Brooklyn Bridge. -
ABrooklyn Helicoptef Task’
Force organized by Brooklyn |
Borough President Howard
Golden and Congressmember
Edolphus Towns, whose district
includes Brooklyn Heights just
across the East River from the
Downtown Heliport, has been
working for six months with
helicopter industry represent-
atives to keep the choppers away
from no-fly zones over Brooklyn

i - _ W

assistant district manager of .

Heights.

Task force S
~ .. A Manbhattan task force out:
of Borough President Rl.lth
Messinger’s office s also looking
for ways to muffle the roar ‘of
whirlybirds over Manhattag.
Councilmember Kathryn

Plaza on the Hudson River side

helicopters flying at roof-top
heights. Independence Plaza has
1,345 . apartments and ,an
estimated 3,000 residents,
“We expect it to become

more of a problem as new

Downtown,” said a Freed aide.
-, The city evicted National
from the 34th St. heliporton Aug:
13, after a federal Bankruptcy
Court dismissed a bankruptcy
petition filed by National’s
subsidiary, Island Helicopters,
The company switched its
operation Downtown the
following day.

National’s move Downtown
from34th St.is especially galling
i0 Joy Held, a founder of the
Helicopter Noise Coalition of
New York City, which is seeking

continued on page 6

Freed, wholives atIndependence

[ Of Bower Manhattan, has seen
both fixed-wing aircraft jand

residential units are buflf:
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| Continued from page 1
to ban all chopper flights over the five

boroughs except for emergencies. The
- coalition filed a lawsuit against the city and

National to close the 34th St. Heliport. Now
that National has been replaced at 34th St. by
American Port Services, the suit also names
4hat company. -

:  The Downtown Heliport last year

_handled 17,588 take- . o
‘Offsandlandings; ifthe ‘We’re concerned about Authority_$25.000.

flights,” he said. “They wanted to opéa a
ticket office at the heliport, and we denied -

-that; they wanted night time and weekend
* flights, and we denied that. We also deried

their request to keep helicopters on the pier
over night.” o
National, reported to owe the Internal
Revenue Service more than $3 million, and
untold thousands of dollars to othercreditors,
bad to pay the Port

T access to

increase that National . - 3o GECUTHTY [OT 2
has brought since Aug, tb,gt !!!mwsﬂlﬁhfs:ﬁﬁﬁ; Downtawn, -and - is

volume of traffic could -

increase to more than l'BSidﬁﬁfsﬁ g‘}" al
-30,000. But _the SOUihbridge Towers.’

Downtown- “Ennual
_capacityis 60,000 take- e

"ffs and landings, and Held anticipates still

more traffic, more noise, and more potential
danger, like the fatal crash of a corporate
Helicopter in April this year in the East
River near the city’s 60th Street Heliport.
Nevertheless, the Port Authority had to
accept National at Downtown because the
heliport was built with federal funds.
“This is a public facility and we cannot
deny access,” said Peter Yerkes, a Port
Authority spokesperson. “But we have taken

€very step we can to reduce the number of

.14 _is_consiitent, the‘~'he nojse!ﬁfh‘aauths‘é-;;.paying cash on its

monthly bill, a-Port-
AUthority
--spekesperson” said.
Fees varyaccording to
the weight “of ‘the
aircraft, and average about $40 for each
take-off and landing, o
National is selling tickets from a toar
busofficeatthe Port Authority Bus Terminal
at 42nd St. and Eighth Ave., and is also
reported to be fueling at the 30th St. Heliport,
a state operated facility in the Hudson River.
Peter McGann, president of National, did
Dot return repeated telephone requests for
comment on the matter. ]
After the fatal crash in April, Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani promised to close the 60th

The, Downtoum Expres Cont. "/"/‘” Page (A
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St. Heliport, but it is still running, operated
by American Port Services, formerly Johnson
Control. A spokesperson for the city
Economic Development Corp., said the
heliport will close in three to four months.

A master plan for helicopter operations
in the city is being developed by the City
Planning Department and the ED.C. A
hearing on the plan is to be held at 6 p.m.
Sept. 16 at 22 Reade St.
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Chopper whopper

Manhattan: Mayor Giuliani “re-
cently protested against the
plight of Queens residents forced
to endure two weeks of noisy air-
planes rerouted to accommodate
the U.S. Open. Meanwhile, city
_residents in the.five boroughs en-
dure hundreds of helicopter
"overflights a day, 365 days a year,
with no relief in sight. The may-
or’s promised 30% to 40% reduc-
tion in these overflights has evap-
orated into thin air. Is ittoo much
to hope that city residents will
merit the consideration accorded
a sporting event? Joy A. Held
' " Helicopter Noise Coalition



news

Anti-Helicopter Group
May File Another
Lawsuit

The EDC has scheduled a
public hearing for next week, in
an attempt to solicit public com-
ment for the helicopter master
plan it is formulating. The plan
will set a comprehensive helicop-
- ter policy for the city.

But helicopter opponents, a
perpetual thorn in the side of the
city, are not all placated. )

Joy Held, executive director of
the Helicopter Noise Coalition,
says the group was not told
about the meeting and continues
to be excluded from other aspects
of the formulation of the master
plan. The group is considering
filing a lawsuit.

“We think that it is outrageous
[not to be properly notified of
the meeting] particularly in light
of the fact that we have over
15,000 members,” said Held. :

The group argues that because
of noise and safety concerns all
non-emergency helicopter flights
should be banned from the city.

Bernadette O’Leary, an EDC
spokeswoman, wouldn’t comment
on the possibility of a lawsuit.
She did say, however, that com-
munity boards and elected offi-
cials had been notified of the
meeting. ‘

Held said the coalition’s law-
suit to close the East 34th Street
Heliport is going forward despite

- the eviction of National Helicop-

ter from the heliport. American
Port Services is currently trans-
ferring its operation from the
East 60th Street Heliport to 34th
Street. Once the transition is
complete, the city says it will close
the East 60th Street Heliport.
The EDC hearing will be held
on Sept. 16, at the Spector Hall
Auditorium of the city Planning
Department at 22 Reade St. It will
begin at 6 p.m. Bob Miller, a he-
licopter noise consultant, will

speak. Miller wouldn’t discuss the -

contents of his talk, referring a
call from the Resident to Robert
Grotell, an engineer with
Edwards and Kelsey, the firm
completing the master plan.

Grotell declined comment, refer-
ring the Resident’s call to the EDC. .

— Peter Duffy
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‘Eristoff: Residents’
Concerns Outweigh
Helicopters’

To the editor:

To clarify my position with
regard to the 34th Street Heliport,
I have always — and will always ~
put the interests of local residents
under siege from helicopter noise
ahead of a corporation that takes
tourists on expensive sightseeing
joyrides. As the council member
representing the area adjacent to
the heliport, I have worked tire-
lessly with Community Board 6,
NYU Medical Center, and residents

- of the surrounding community

to restore peace and quiet in the
neighborhood. That’s why I
fought successfully in the council
for strict restrictions on flights
at the heliport and strongly sup-
port the city’s eviction of the

former operator.

Councilman Andrew Eristoff .
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‘Copter firm goes Downtown' =~ .. ...

National Helicopter Corp., evicted three
weeks ago with $700,000 rent owing at the
city-owned East River heliport at 34th St.,
has been flying sightseeing tours from the
Port Authority’s Downtown Heliport.

The move adds an estimated 50 take-
offs and landings per day and nearly doubles
the five-days per week activity of the heliport
at Pier Six on the East River,

“We're concerned about that many
flights and the noise, with all those residents .

at Southbridge Towers,” said Judy Duffy,
assistant district manager of Community

Board 2, referring to the residential complex
with 1,651 apartments south of Brooklyn
Bridge.

A Brooklyn Helicopter Task Force
organized by Brooklyn Borough President
Howard Golden and Congressmember
Edolphus Towns, whose district includes
Brooklyn Heights just across the East River
from the Downtown Heliport, has been
working for six months with helicopter
industry representatives to keep the choppers
away from no-fly zones over’Brooklyn
Heights.

)
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"Coptérnoise”

‘herenow! *

¥ - About two months ago, I
-tead an article in the City
“Section of the New Yoi‘k
‘Tlmes, about a woman who
“was fighting with the hell-
rt at 34th- Street to
m—route their- air trafﬁc,;

B —

Letters To theffdltofi

“Since it was a 24—hour dlstur:E» .

;bance

i, +Apparently she won her;
‘battle, since suddenly that’
Z4-hour disturbance is &:r

_Eproblem. I live in 615 Eé'st

"¥4th Street, and face
<FDR Drive, and up until
weeks ago, I feltas if ] hv
‘m..th& country, it_w.
iet. :t -
% Now, all I hear is a con-
»$tant whirl of helicopters. s

[ 3

‘have alerted tenant relations -
as to what we can do-to
esolve this problem, but the

bigger issue is that once we

"get the heliport to re-route, -

B

‘'someone else will have the ..

‘problem

Name wnthheld upon .

:.request
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‘A Master Plan for Copters

study of the cify's heliports asgn
system, and not just as individual-

Irwin Suskind has lived in Brook-
lyn Heights since the 1960’s, in an
apartment overlooking lower Man-
hattan and the harbor. But only dur-

ing the last few years has he really
noticed the helicopters, ‘swooping
down from the sky like deafening
birds of prey. ‘ :
*“It’s like a highway outside my
window,” he said, noting that televi-
sion, tourist, business and courier

~ service choppers crisscross the area.

“'Sometimes, there are more than 30
flying by in an hour.”

The problem has worsened since
last month’s eviction of National Hel-
icopter, a tour operator, from the
East 34th Street heliport in Manhat-
tan, and the relocation of many of its
flights to the Wall Street Heliport. So
Mr. Suskind and other members of
the Brooklyn Task Force on Helicop-
ters say they hope for big things
from the city’s Economic Develop-
-ment Corporation.

The E.D.C. will hold its first public
meeting at 6 P.M. on Tuesday at the
Department of City Planning, 22
Reade Street in Lower Manhattan, to
discuss the Heliport and Helicopter
Master Plan it recently commis-
sioned from a private company.

“We don’t want a plan that’s just
going to push helicopters from one
part of the city to another,” said
Karen Johnson, the chief of staff for
Representative Edolphus Towns and
the head of the helicopter task force.
“We want a plan that makes sense.”

An E.D.C. spokeswoman, Berna-
dette O’Leary, said the master plan
would be “the first comprehensive

Hogan Charles

Increased traffic at the Wall Street Heliport has incensed Brooklynites.

N

sites.” She said that the plan would
provide a framework to reduce *‘nop-
essential” flights, referring to Maybr
Giuliani’s April pledge — unfulfilled
thus far — to shut the East 60th
Street heliport and cut total traffic
by 30 to 40 percent. ]

In addition to the Wall Street, East
34th Street and 60th Street locations,
there is an aging heliport at West
30th Street. Ms. O’Leary said that
Pier 76, at West 35th Street, was
being considered as a possible re-
placement site, but that it was too
early to know just how many heli-
ports would ultimately remain.

That is not good enough for some
helicopter foes, like Joy Held of the
Helicopter Noise Coalition of New
York City, who said she was skepti-
cal of the city’s promises. Her group,
which seeks an end to all helicopter
flyovers, is suing the city to close the
34th Street heliport. o

Ms. Held accused city officials of
“shunning” group members in con-
nection with the upcoming hearings,
and said she had been told that they
would not be welcome at a meeting
Tuesday morning in Brooklyn led by
Ms. Johnson. ‘ ’

Ms. Johnson’s only comment was
that she thought Ms. Held's goals
were unrealistic. “All -helicopter
flights in New York City are not
going to be banned,” she said. “We

need to have a meaningful dialogue

with the city to construct the proper
master plan.” .
BERNARD STAMLER

1
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%NACO ON 80TH STREET AND AMSTERDAM
Avenue is where you go when you want to drink
cappuccino, check out the attractive wait staff, -
and listen to a lot of Sade and Annie Lennox. It’s
a'very good place to discuss leaving New York. -
Eileen Baum, research editor at Allure magazine,
walked in and ordered Campari. She has fanta-
sized about leaving New York since 1986. i

= Ms. Baum grew up in Queens, attended New
York University, and left for 12 years to work as a
seript reader in Munich and then as a Club Med host-
ess in places like Bulgaria and Morocco. In 1986,
she felt that her brain had turned to mush, and she
returned to New York. "

- “What always makes me want to leave is the
noise,” she said. Especially the helicopters. She
recalled how from 7 A.M. until 11 PM., the
choppers would be flying like “giant mosqui-
toes” over Central Park. They were so loud she
couldn’thear the radio of her fourth-floor apart- ... ., . L et YL
ment on West 95th Street, and the windows would shake. ~ * ot

. “Ttwas soinfuriating,” she said. “I thoughit there was no escape; nothing to dotochange
it. Ifelt completely hopeless and then had a surge of adrenaline that resulted in a feeling of .
hopeless rage. I have a skylight, and I used to have fantasies to get, what'’s it called, one of
those surface-to-air missiles or one you could puton your shoulder, you know, and in the
nightI would—boom/—watch it explode over me. I don’t know whose company it wasbut
believe me, I would have liked to have put all the C.E.Q.’s in one helicopter and get my miss™
sile and blow them to smithereens, that’s what I would have loved to have done.” B o
. For years, she wrote to the Mayor’s office, the Environmental Protection Agency, the Fe%— ,
&ral Aviation Administration and the New York Road Runners Club, but nothing happened
until activist Joy Held came along with her helicopter commission, which is now working' ™
toban tourist flights. Now that that’s improved, however, there are other problems for Ms. *
Baum. When she gets tg’59th Street every morning to catch the B or D train, she is confronted ;
withthedrummers, = - .. 0 ou - T T
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. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

No-FLY ZONE Now .. .
IN NEW YORK CITY

.30 THE EDITOR:

““The Mayor Double-Faults” [Edlton- .
als, Sept. 8] overlooks another, more egre-
gious aspect to the Mayor’s stance: While
the Mayor has protested the rerouting of
jets for two weeks to accommodate the
U.S. Open as unfair to Queens neighbor-
hoods, he ignores the plight of city residents
who endure noise and safety threats from
hundreds of helicopter overflights daily, 52
weeks a year.

* The Mayor’s promises of a 40 percent
reduction in helicopter overflights and the
closure of the East 60th Street heliport rernain
unfulfilled. The city continues to allow the
East 34th Street and East 60th Street heliports
to operate without the required special per-
mits. When will citizens receive the same
quiet as the U.S. Open? When will politicians
summon the political will to vanquish the he-
licopter menace? When will the public get
the no-fly helicopter zone over New York
City land and waterways we so urgently re-
quire?

Joy A. HELD
Manhattan

f v p390
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- Clip National’s rotors
National Helicopter Corp. has become a pesky fly that must
be swatted out of New York’s skies. The company stiffed the city

out of $700,000 in back rent at the 34th St. Heliport. It allegedly
beat the Internal Revenue Service out of $3.6 million in taxes. -

And now the Port Authority has booted it from the Wall St. heli-
port for not having proper insurance. :

Worst of all, National, which also operates as Island Helicop:
ter, has a dismal safety record. Seven of the 15 chopper crashes
in New York City since 1983 have involved its craft. T

The only city heliport that hasn’t nixed National is at 30th St.
and the Hudson. Amid the storm of complaints, it’s time for the
state to move in and deny the firm this pad, too. :

Helicopter traffic has risén in recent years, mostly because of
tourists viewing New York from the air. With groups such as the
Helicopter Noise Coalition forming to protest the droning
whirlybirds, Mayor Giuliani has promised to cut helicopter traf-
fic by 40% and to develop a plan for flights over New York.

A public meeting is scheduled for § tonight at 1 Police Plaza

-to discuss the plan. Big Apple residents who've had enough and
don'’t want to take anymore should show up in force. -

/,_.} v < P 3/
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National Helicopter’s

‘Downtown flights halted

National Helicopter flights from the
Downtown Heliport on the East River at
Wall St. were cancelled last week by the Port
Authority because of National’s “insurance
problems,” a Port Authority spokesperson

© said.

The company, which was evicted from
the city-owned 34th St. heliport on Aug. 13
owing ‘more than $700,000 in back rent,
began operations downtown the following
day, making about 50 take-offs and landings
each weekday and nearly doubling activity
of the facility.

“We became aware last week that there
was a problem with their insurance and we
suspended their flights as of Wednesday
[Sept. 10).” said Peter Yerkes, spokesperson
for the Port Authority. Yerkes declined to
specify the problems, and Peter McGann,
president of National, did not return phone
calls for comment on the matter.

Noise from an increasing number of
helicopter flights for sightseeing, corporate
and traffic reporting purposes, has prompted

the Helicopter Noise Coalition of New York
City to seek a ban on all but emergency
flights over the city.

The coalition has filed a lawsuit against
the city and National to-close the 34th St.
Heliport. Now that National has been
replaced at 34th St. by American Port
Services, the suit also names that company.

An effort by the city to curtail services
flying from city-owned heliports was
opposed by helicopter companies ina federal
court lawsuit last year. A Federal judge
rejected all but a few rules imposed by the
city, saying the federal government has
primary jurisdiction over helicopter flights.
The case is under appeal.

The Giuliani Administration also agreed
to close the 60th St. Heliport on the East
River after a fatal crash of a corporate
helicopterthis spring. The heliport, however,
is still operating and the city Economic
Development Corp. has indicated that it
would close at the end of this year.
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‘Copter plan

R

include publlchmput

“'By Geoffrey W. Williams

_City officials were met
with boos and jeers at a
public meeting Tuesday
" night after confessing that
they didn’t seek community

-input on a helicopter master

~ plan for New York. ~

"We have no explanation
for why we didn’t include
the public in the master
plan,” said Shirley Jaffe, a
senior vice president of the
«city’s Economic Develop-
.ment Corporatxon (EDCQ), in
“opening the meeting. "There
will be helicopter activity in
New York. The master plan

is'not looking to stop heli--

" port traffic in the city."

The master plan being
conducted by consultants
Edwards and Kelcey Engi-
seers (E.K.) cost $361,000
and encompasses all facets
of the city’s long-term heli-
copter policy, including

heliportlocations, operations -

and air traffic. The ‘plan is
funded by federal, state and
city money.

After being solicited for .

Hwe PBV?)

funds last summer, the
Federal Aviation Adminis-_
tration (FAA) awarded the
city $488,000, a sum com-

prising 90 percent of the

amount officials said th¢y
needed to finish the plan. .
The money was given,
officials have confirmed,
with the stipulation that the

city hold at least two public. :

meetings on the issue.-
Tuesday’s public meeting,

held in an auditorium at One~

Police Plaza, was one of

only two scheduled to take -
place during the eight-month

master plan process. A

second meeting will be held -

some time in the next six
months, officials said. .

Community response at the

public meeting this week

was overwhelmingly anti- .
helicopter, and anti-master '

plan.

"The city is adamant about -

refusing to recognize legiti-
mate community concerns, "

said Joy Held, executive
director of the Helicopter
Noise Coalition (HNC), one. '

Please turn to Page 14 |
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‘City admits public not consulted

" Continued fro_m Pagel

of several co-plaintiffs in a
class-action - lawsuit filed
against the city in June de-
manding the closure of the
34th Street heliport. (Con-
gresswoman Carolyn Malo-
ney and Assemblyman Steve

" Sanders are also listed as
- plaintiffs.) : Dl
. 'Held and the HNC, which
- claims more than 15,000
" members, have been trying
 since April to become a part
~of the city’s master plan

team, but officials have
ignored their requests.

At first, officials seemed
willing to speak with the
.group, .even though they'd

* -sued, among others, thecity,

il an effort to close the 34th

. ‘Street heliport. But then the

city backed out of the talks.
‘Through legal counsel, the
city contacted the activists a
week ago, saying they were
breaking off negotiations
after only one meeting.
"They refused to accept
our terms,” said Held,
whose group met with May-
or Rudolph Giuliani’s office

. in July and then didn’t hear

back until the written notice
from the Mayor's lawyers
arrived last week. -

All they wanted, said
Held, was a chance to help
shape the content of the
master plan. That offer
never came and, with Tues-
day night’s meeting and one
more yet to come, the city
will have all the community.
ioput it needs to satisfy

BER 18, 1997

X1 e & .

money it received.

Held blames the city for its
failure to respond to public
sentiment, and for refusing
to address community con-
cerns, and she plans to do
something about it. -

"We'll take steps to [fill

the gaps] in the master
‘plan,”  promised . Held.
"We're very seriously con-

sidering filing another law-
suit,” she fumed, this one

against the city for not giv-
ing the public its say in how
helicopters and helipads will
be controlled for the next
two decades. o

One woman, in response
to EDC officials’ admission
“that the public wasn’t includ-
ed in the master plan pro-
cess, kept shouting toward
the front of the auditorium,
"This is a snow job."

Giuliani tentafively an-
nounced his bid for a city-

* wide master plan on helicop-

terS in’ April, when he re-
solved to close the 60th
Street heliport (following a
fatal crash there), move its
operator, Johnson Controls,
to 34th Strect (evicting the
site’s - longtime operator,
National Helicopter), and
later open another "mega-
heliport” at Pier 76 on the
West Side.

Since then, National has .

been evicted from 34dth
Street, and Johnson’s re-
placed them, but 60th Street
has-yet to close. Despite:
Giuliani’s promise to cut

5

- oncopters

, . foderal -guidelines -for-the - helicopter traffic by upto 40 -

percent, officials confirmed

" Tuesday that 60th Street wil] -

remain open at least until the
end of the year., =
- National, ‘which had

-moved to the city’s down-
town heliport following s -

eviction last month,, w3

grounded this week by the
Port Authority of New Ydrk
and New Jersey, who nins'
the facility, for failure o

provide evidence of insur- -

ance. ’

Although EDC officials bp
‘Tuesday stressed the city’s

move to put plans for -a

_"mega-heliport” at Pier 76

on the back burner, they also
referred to the new beliport
often throughout the meet-
ing. - : :
According to a layout of

the plan distributed at the -

meeting, the master plan has
been divided into three
phases: technical research,
public participation and
compilation of the report
itself. T ;
"Through the FAA's
airport improvement pro-

gram,” said E.K. project.

manager Robert Grotell,

referring to the program that -
funded most of the project, .

"we were able to begin the
eight-month master plan in
July.” -

Technical research, says

Grotell, includes site visitsto -

all four New York heliports,
as well as the projected site
for a fifth Manhattan helipad

-on the West Side.
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Helicopter Meeting Draws
Outrage from Residents Who
Say They Haven’t Been
Consulted on Master Plan

The city Economic Development Corp. '

received an earful from angry residents
about its impending helicopter master
plan, which will set a comprehensive he-
licopter policy for the city.

'i Around 200 people attended a public
hearing on the plan at 1 Police Plaza on
Sept. 16. The location was changed the

day prior to the event to accommodate ‘

the crush of anti-helicopter residents.”

Joy Held, executive director of Heli-
copter Noise Coalition, charged the EDC
with moving forward with the master plan
without the proper public input. EDC
officials presented facets of the master
plan at last week’s hearing prior to listen-
ing to comments from the public.

“With no community input into the -
design of the master plan, no opportu-
nity for individuals to see the workscope
before tonight and inadequate notice of
this meeting, the city is going through the
motions of consulting the community,
but we are not fooled,” Held said at the
meeting.

One participate said helicopter over-
flights make life in the city like “an urban
Vietnam.” _

Four heliports currently exist in the city.
The city has vowed to close the East 60th
Street heliport, an action that the EDC
now says will happen at the end of the
year. The HNC is suing to close the East
34th Street heliport, which is owned by
the city. ’

The Port Authority of NY/NJ owns the
Downtown Heliport at Wall Street, and

the State of New York owns the West 30th
Street heliport. o _

Community residents have complained
about helicopter noise for years. The HNC,
with 15,000 members, was formed to give
voice to community concerns.

Held was particularly outraged that the
EDC announced last week the days when
its representatives would visit neighbor-
hoods and monitor noise levels. The heli- )
copters, she said, will simply avoid the ~_
area during those times.

- said. “This is a plan to

“=Tem s EASTSIPE RESIDENT September 24 < September 30, 1997 ,

“The master plan is abad joke attom=

“ g

. ’;1“"

[

o

- s

munity expense, conceived behind closed .
doors and funded by tax dollars,” she
promote and ex- -
pand the industry.” T
A second public hearing will be held in
the coming months. P
The EDC couldn’t be reached for com-
ment on Tuesday, but Shirley Jaffe, dn
EDC senior vice president, conceded jat
the meeting: “We have no explanation for *
why we didn’t include the public in tgie
master plan.” _ 4 BT
= p :f‘:f".igl: o ﬂ»r ”-'—‘PeterDuﬁ"y
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West Village, East Village, Soho, Tribeca and Lower East Side .

The outline of a 20-year master plan for
the city’s heliport operations was unveiled
by the Economic Development Corp. last
week to an impatient audience that called for
an end to helicopter flights over the city.

Joy Held, of the Helicopter Noise
Coalition of New York City, called the Sept.
16 public information meeting at One Police
Plaza a “charade,” because her group, which
claims 15,000 members, was not invited to
help design the proposed plan or the eight-
month preparatory study..

An $343,000 federal grant is funding
the study of current operations at the four
Manhattan heliports and a projection of future
needs, including the impact of noise at various
places in the city. Edwards and Kelcey,
engineering consultantsto the E.D.C., began
thestudy onJuly 1. Two more public meetings
on the helicopter master plan will be held,
one in mid-November after the data is
collected, and another in late January or
early February after completion of a draft of
the plan.

Shirley Jaffe, senior vice president for
transportation of E.D.C. acknowledged at
the opening of the meeting that eliminating
helicopter flights from New York Cityis not
an option. She also noted that the Federal
Aviation Administration has control over
New York City air space, and the city is
developing the master plan in conjunction
with the F.A.A.

“Even if we closed every heliport, there -

would still be helicopter flights over
Manhattan,” she said. .

Hugh Fraser, the ED.C. manager for
the helicopter plan, said the plan would seek
to “achieve a balance of the needs of the
helicopter industry, the city anditsresidents.”

But before Fraser was able to finish his
presentation, a member of the audience

¥,
T

LCopter iﬁaste‘r plan. -
unveiled amid groans |

declared “You should say *We're miserable’
on every page of that study.”

A community participation question-
paire to collect-data for the study on the

times and places of helicopter noise impact -~

will be a crucial element of the stidy, an
Edwards and Kelcey staff member said. The
study will examine the environmental as
well as the economic impact of helicopter
operations in the city, he promised.

Judy McClain, of Manhattan Borough
President Ruth Messinger’s Helicopter Task
Force, noted that the F.A.A. admits it is
currently unable to collect all information on
helicopter overflights in the city.

After a fatal helicopter accident in the
East River earlier this year, the Giuliani
administration promised to close the 60th St.

heliport. A spokesperson for the E.D.C. said-

the heliport will close at the beginning of
1998, - :

The Helicopter Noise Coalitionhas filed
suit against the city to close the heliport at
34th St. on the East River, and Jaffe indicated
that the litigation could stop the city from
informing the coalition about aspects of the
master plan development.

The Downtown Heliport on the East
River at Wall St. is owned by the city, but
operated by the Port Authority of New York

and New Jersey. Last month, the day after

the city evicted National Helicopter Corp. .

from the 34th St facility with $700,000 due
in back rent, National began flying out of the
Downtown facility. But two weeks ago, the
Port Authority barred National from
Downtown, saying the company had
“insurance problems.”

Altbough the 30th St. heliport on the
Hudson River is operated under a lease from
New York State, it will also be surveyed for
the master plan.

o
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{Angry Helicopter Foes Blast Agency for Excluding T
{ingry Helicop . - Eacludin,

. BY LIAM P..CUSACK
Qutraged residents fired their angry.comments at representatives of the
%nﬁwe.w City Economic Development Corporation (EDC) last week.

THE.WESTSIDER  SEPTEMBER 25-0O0TOBER 1, 1997

copter Noise Coalition EzE_
“The master plan is a bad jokg at

.| "{Their anger spilled over when . community expense.” W
they.discovered that the commu- Scope of Work. According to Held, members
g._ﬁ_ not been involved in the.| ~ “This meeting is a charade | of the HNC — the group that made

evelopment of the Heliport and

th no community input into the

" SsCHOPPERLugi0,

- CIAT e 'I,.real ,,aws:o_....e—s Swmg.u—g_m goal is to pro-
OEOHV—W@W % oipem - Te 2 bvide a clear framework for the city to om.a_.m N
; 1 ate and maintain its heliports, so at (
Conmatrm Py transportation, commerce and mnonras +
“heli i ) ds are met at the highest . . -
copter hazards an issue in the first | development nee . | . . ,.
w_w i WSQS not invited to the forum and | standards of safety and m.Bo_mjﬁ. .e:m ; , A | _ W S o /
9%» mainder of the community received | master plan will also provide mcam_:.amm o, - o 2 ol a1
litt Ma:caco oftheevent. - : .| for heliport development which will mw.m_m? : m%ﬁﬁ:g g&%g@ disatisfaction with the E, ‘ S handling of the forum. :
*¥his heated forum was another battle | aviation demand in a financially feasible, | gineers, Inc. and its associated team of spokesperson for stats \osemblymembe,
in.the acrimonious war to shut down the | manner, while at the same time m&&mmm_zmw j Evooigoﬁwnm to prepare the master | Scott Stringer, at the forum, “There was nig Y
m:.%m heliports. The battle lines have been | the aviation, environmental and socioeco-* plan. According £0 a spokesman from the | public scoping session, which is an impor- 2
drgwn and the participants in this conflict | nomic issues 5@5 .aa community. ».:é. the 8»5. will build upon the pre- | tant first step in forming a partnership .
ard the EDC and businesses which derive With the guidelines set, the master: , liminary planning efforts already under | with the sorarr ooy & partnershiy H

" cofymunity groups and elected officials

believe that the heliports are destroy-
the quality of life in their surrounding
borhoods.

~ Long-Term Plan Sought
e -EDC is seeking to evaluate the
city's current heliport and helicopter op-

»:Mn income from the heliports versus

W]

erations, as well ‘as to establish a long-

term master plan to operate the city's heli-

plan will will evaluate present and future
helicopter flight plans within New York!
City's airspace and determine S?.wz_ﬁ.
they are adequate from safety, efficiency
and environmental perspectives. The plan,
will be presented in an written and-
graphic presentation of heliport develop--
ment in the city proposing an achievable
financial plan and implementation sched-
ule for helicopter development.

The EDC has retained the aviation

vo.ms in an efficient, 8%93.»:& safe

» YO, P

.Eesymmiam%imgaEs«?-

taken by EDC and the Mayor’s Office for
Economic Development and Planning,
.| The planning team will manage and coor-
| dinate all the activities of all the experts
and will provide continuous liaison with
{ the EDC and shall establish and coordi-
1 nate all contacts with various agencies,
1 community boards and other interested
groups, such as the HNC. The final master

plan is slated for completion on or before
March 1, 1998,

“I am disappointed that concerned
members of the public and elected offi-
cials were not included in the initial

Representatives of the EDC defended
their actions by claiming that they were
now trying to involve the community in the
work toward the completion of the master
plan. “We are hosting this forum and dis-
tributing a questionnaire in an effort to in-
clude the community,” said a spokesman
for the EDC, .

Most citizens who attended felt their
criticisms were falling on deaf ears. “They
[EDC] meet behind closed doors and are
funded by tax dollars,” said Held of the
HNC. “This is a plan to promote and ex-
pand the industry. In fact it is only half a

scoping process,” said Julie:Gréenberg, a

Plan, the industry’s half” [
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A public meeting intended to raise
public awareness about the unveiling
mvm& city plan for heliports and helicop-
‘ter- traffic did little more than ruffle
&aw?n—.m of community leaders last Tues-

_m_» S—.Nﬁ was o~._m=s=v~ supposed to be a

Byt S aks v rvemme t 4N -

@#@Rﬁﬁi%?ﬂu

28",

turned into a scrap between city officials
and community activists.

“This is a charade,” said Joy Held of
the Helicopter Noise Coalition of New
York City, a group opposed to all non-
emergency helicopter flights over Man-
hattan.

~The no&_co:.

Tama v

a group of 15,000 resi-

NO. 43 » SEPTEMBER 25,

1997

dents angered by the environmental and
social costs of helicopter traffic, also
wants to close all city heliports. The
group is currently suing the city to close
the East 34th Street heliport.

City officials defended helicopter traf-
fic, saying it provided an,economic boost
to the city. Some officials also suggested

0

Hn/c]JSS"O

HELICOPTER PLAN MEETS GOMMUNTY RESISTANCE

that closing the heliports would do little
to alleviate flight traffic.

“Even if we closed all the heliports,
there would still be helicopters over New
York City,” said Shirley Jaffe, Senior Vice

- President for the New York City Eco-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

HELICOPTER PLAN ™

OOZ.—.—ZCWU FROM PAGE 6

: noa:n Development Corporation
' (EDC), which designed the helicopter
.Swmnn.. v_mn. “We have no control over
| air' space.”
eld criticized the nma. for notinclud-
Aw _E_Q inputin Ea nnu_ms of Eo

-.d n,.

. e

plan. “The city is going through the mo-
tions of consulting the community, but
we are not fooled,” Held said.

While the city’s “master plan” does in-
clude some of the public concerns re-
garding helicopter noise and traffic,

much of its focus seems to be on the
growth potential of the tourist-driven he-

licopter industry. The city says a cost-ben-
efit analysis is built into any project of
this type. It also cited community input
as one of its priorities.

Of the five goals listed in a summary
of the master plan, however, only one
addresses community concerns.

Local _n@m_mﬁoa supported Held

s call

for community involvement.
“The need for regulation of this in-

.dustry to alleviate community concerns

regarding noise, traffic, and safety is
paramount and should not be ignored,”
read a statement issued by Assembly-
member Scott Stringer.

. —Jay Stapleton
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.. ThePort >==.o:c‘.o~. New
*" York and New Jersey, which

‘operates the downtown

«:heliport, is pressuring the
B .o.@ to let it install a pair of
Aoo.v»:o:. fuel tanks at its
; nw___Q. according to a New
., ,,m&_,r ro__no_..a_.nxvan

ﬁ.n tanks,” which are
“banned by the New York
v Hut.m Uavmnan:» would

. allow the operator to fuel up
» ro__oo_zo-m at the site, a

‘service it cannot currently

- 535%. -

Ata meeting of the Brook-
lyn. Helicopter Task Force
(BHTF) on movna:&mq 30, a
' spokesman %5. EtY's

Baonok D
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Corporation (EDC) report-
edly confirmed that the

operator had m_%nowor&_.

them about lifting its ban on
fuel tanks at the downtown
heliport.

The spokesman, Rober
Grottell,” a consultant with
Edwards and Kelcey Engi-
neers, the company that is
heading up the city's heli-
copter "master plan,” was
unavailable for comment as
Town & Village went to
press.

EDC officials, however,
admitted that its representa-
tives did attend the meeting,

as did Grottell, but they.
would not confirm what
& E:mb:.am i

> The manager of the Uoin-

an, did not »zm_.:_ the meet-

ing, but confirmed that the-

. Port Authority has been
w‘.,c::w for years to get a
" waiver from the Fire Depart-
~ment so that they could
~-install fuel tanks:.

*It’s been on our wish list
- 'for five or six <8=m... he

--gaid.

=,m£:n&w,?m bid. ?ﬁ

o.mmc_,.,mm_n:,w

September 16 B@ozzm,«.,&_E _
Jennifer Wasmer, spokes-
person for the EDC. "The
master plan was discussed. It
was part of our efforts to
reach out to the communi-
ty."” ' :

%i»maaq did point out,
however, that the BHTF
meeting was not a public

‘meeting, but a regularly

scheduled task force .meet-
ing. C
Officials for Edwards and
Kelcey have said that the
firm’s master plan should be’
completed by early next
year, and will lay out the,
city’s scheme for helicopters~
for the next 25 years.
On September 16, EDC
officials and’' concerned.
residents and activists met
for the first time to discuss.

the future of helicopter.

activity in New York. At the
meeting, EDC muownmvﬁ._,

-sons outlined the agency’s.

master plan, which cast
about $500,000 and which:

was already underway, and -

apologized for the plan’s
lack of community input up
to that point. .

In April, Mayor Rudolph
O_:_;E E:.u:é_«; an-

o: -
fvuy\vntz X k

gy,

9. ol

<wide plan that would see the
60th Street heliport closed,
its operator, Johnson Con-
trols, moved to the 34th
Street heliport, and the
openingofa "mega-heliport”

" at Pier 76 on the West Side.

Giuliani promised the moves
would cut helicopter traffic
by up to 40 percent.

Since then, Johnson has
taken over the 34th Street
heliport, following the evic-
tion of its operator, Natjonal

.w@ mnowwna. »on alleged

*

o fuel tanks.

failure to pay back rent and

taxes, and the helipad at 60th

Street remains open. Offi-

‘cials say the facility should

close by the end of the year.

Activists, including Con-
gresswoman Carolyn Malo-
ney, and _Assemblyinen

Steve Sanders and Richard.

Gottfried, have filed a class-
action lawsuit against the
o:v: demanding the closure

of the 34th Street facility,

o%wvmwg the; idbglicopter'™

lobbied -:against -

it-heliport

industry in *Manhattan:
which they contend the
master plan, as it stands
now, would do.

The class-action lawsuit is-
scheduled to be heard in the
New York State m:vnm-:w

Court on October 16.

A first court date, in ._c_«.m
was waived by the activists,
after the city agreed to nego-’

- tiate on the issue. The city, -

however, then refused (o
meet, and the case ium

naocoa__m_arﬂ_
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The President"é

Got a New Aid

. : _-
-l ™, B

: Heaing trouble: Clinton has the most difficulty in crowds

. ILL CLINTON, THE FIRST U.S. PRESI-
dent ever raised on rock and rol, has

; B earned a related distinction: last
B week, at the age of 51, he became the

_ youngest commander in chief ever outfitted
~with dual hearing aids. Clinton’s physicians
" found him in “excellent overall health” dur-
ing a six-hour physical last Friday. But tests
showed a significant loss of high-frequency
hearing. Before heading home, the presi-
dent was fitted for a pair of
small, CIC (“completely in

A life of crowds, music and guns
takes a toll on Clinton’s hearing

(997

The presidency is a noisy
job, what with the beli-
copters, screaming crowds
and military bands. But
Clinton’s doctors say his
problem has developed
over several decades. As a
teenager, he played saxina
band and hunted ducks
with shotguns. Combine
those pastimes with a pen-
chant for loud music, and
you have a recipe for long-
term hearing loss. Any
sound louder than 85 deci-
bels can damage the deli-
cate hair cells that line the
inner ear. The effects may
go unnoticed for long peri-
ods, but they accumulate.
“Here’s a guy with a lot of
noise exposure that never
bothered him when he was
young,” says Dr. William
Clark, senior scientist at
the Central Institute for the
Deaf, in St. Louis. “When
he got older, it caught him.”

Clinton’s hearing loss is
unusually severe for some-
one his age—only 10 per-
cent of all 50-year-olds may
benefit from hearing aids —
but his symptoms are clas-
sic. He has no trouble
with normal conversation,
which occurs at frequencies
0f 500 to 2,000 herz. But be-
cause he falters at frequen-
cies of 3,000 to 8,000 herz,
he can’t always understand
people in loud rooms or large outdoor
spaces. Clinton’s internist, U.S. Navy Capt.
Connie Mariano, says the hearing aids are
not a medical necessity, just a “quality-of-
life thing” that will make it easier to enjoy
music and navigate crowded receptions.

Hearing aside, the president’s physical
condition has improved in the past year. He
has lost 20 pounds since his last checkup
(he’s six feet two and now weighs in at 196).
His total blood cholesterol
has dropped from 191 to

canal”) devices, which he’ll
be able to use as needed.
His condition is “not any-
thing like profound deaf-
ness,” according to his au-
diologist, Dr. James Sun.
But it’s not & trivial con-
cern. Millions of Ameri-
cans are at risk of noise-in-
duced hearing loss—and as
people of Clinton’s genera-

tion drift into their 50s,

Overexposed

The president’s hearing loss
is apparently noise-induced.
Some probable culprits:

- DECIBEL _ SAFE
SOURCE LEVEL* EXPOSURE

Gunshot 140 none
Rockconcert 120 7.5min.
Helicopter 105  1hr
Stereo headset 105 1hr.

*EACH J0-DECIBEL INCREASE REPRESENTS
A TENFOLD INCREASE IN SOUND ENERGY

179. And the knee injury
that landed him in a wheel-
chair last winter has
healed. Like many other
baby boomers, Clinton
seems to grow more health-
conscious with age. Unfor-
tunately, healthful living
can'’t fixa damaged ear.
GEOFFREY COWLEY with

KAREN BREsLAU and
Craupia Kaus

OGTOBER 13, 1997 NEWSWEEK 43
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“Tourists Can Be a Threat

'To the Editor:

-1 recently returned from a tnp to

. southem Utah, including a visit to
Grand Staircase-Escalante National .
Monument (“Utah Is Warming Up to .
Newest Monument,” news article,

- Oct. 13). I was moved to tears by the
beauty of the landscape. In contrast,
my visit to neighboring Bryce Can-
yon National Park, which is equally '’

" beautiful, was marred by helicopter-
tour overfhghts and tour-bus trafﬁc
jams.

- The tourism boom in the communi-
.nes around Grand Staircase-Esca-
1ante is a double-edged sword: it pro-
vides an economic alternative to en-

“vironmentally destrictive ventures, -
‘but it has the potential to' become one -
itself, - MARGARET VERBA

San Francisco Oct. 15, 1997 .

T~
i
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Hush Those Hehcopters

To the Editor:
While I applaud the move by tie’
"New York City Council to sharply
-increase fines for excessive noise
(news article, Oct. 15), I was disap- °
pointed to see.no mention of helicop-
ter noise. For me, and the thousands
-af others who live close to one of the
“several heliports in the city, this is a
-, major source of numbing noise. :
; Belicopters sometimes idle their en-
gines for as long as 15 to 45 minutes
while refueling or waiting for passen-
gers. Cutting down on the idling will
_provide some noise relief. I urge the
Council to include helicopter idling of
P more than five minutes to the list of
noise violations. ~ ARUN MALHOTRA
New York, Oct. 20, 1997

Hwve p 25 M



)

"

Aviation International News

Midtand Park, N.J. November 1, 1997

NY heliport eviction
stymies sightseers

by Bill Wagstaff

,poueuedbyBeIIHehcopterAu-io

of Snkorsky §-58Ts lie in pieces

In an attempt to bounce back, Na-
tional immediately began busing
tourists in from other Manh

den Airport, s World War [I lefRover
lboul l' ive miles fmm burgcomn;
| has

“As far as New York not being a
theme park, | think the more cundid

sites to begin sightsecing services at
34¢h St. The buses served as im-
promptu waiting rooms, since Na-
tional no longer has access to its
former facilities on the heliport. For
the first time in two decades, it was

Barely more than two
after its eviction from the embattled
East 34th Sureet heliport in New
York City's -Manhattan borough,
former heliport operator and chief
user National Helicopter Corpora-
tion of America is struggling to sur-
vive. At one time New York's

: fi op in
Boch charter and sighiseeing ops,
National (perhaps better known as
Island Helicopters, its parent com-
pany) was dealt a serious blow Au-
gust 13 when New York City evicted
it from East 34th St., citing nonpay-
ment of $700,000 worth of back
rent, as well as some environmental
complaints concerning pollution
from the waterfront heliport.

At the same time, the cily
unnounced plans for Johnson Con-
trols, whose airport administration
division is now known as American
Port Services, to surrender its ad-
ministration of the East 60th Street
heliport in favor of a deal to take
over National’s slot at East 34th
St-permanently.

The eviction crippled nearly all of
National’s income sources. The an-
nual transport of some 175.000
sightseers at an average fare of $80
comprised the lion's share of Na-
tional's annual revenue, more than
75 percent. National, and corporate
predecessor Isiand, has conducted
business in Manhattan's sirspace for
27 years. Operation of the 34th St.
heliport was a lucrative enterprise,
with funds from thousands of lund-
ing fees and on-site refueling mak-
ing - up another thick slice of
National’s revenue pie. Location is
key 10 the success of any business,
and East 34th is ideally located for
access (o fashionabie neighborhoods,
midiown Manhattan's  corporate
Meccu, the New York University
Medical Center hospituls snd the
United Nations.

The decision to keep East 34th
Street open, albeit under new man-
agement, infuriated neighborhood
anti-helicopter groups, who claimed
the administration of Mayor
Rudolph Giuliani reneged on 2
promise to shut both east side heli-
ports. While publicly announced
plans call for imminent closure of
the East 60th Street facility for at
least a year, the closure is chicfly be-
cause of scheduled repair work on an
adjacent roadway. Whether or not
the facility will be reopened after the
construction, who will operate
it, what level of operations will
be allowed and when have all yet to
be decided.

Is Nationa! Mortally Wound

Locked out of its 34th Street fa-
cility, National's New York home for
more than 15 years, the Farming-
dale, Long Island-based Part 135 op-
erator is today a shadow of what it
was 60 days ago. Just seven pilots
are currently employed, down from
what had been a total of 22 before
the eviction. Mechanics number just
five, down from 25. Rotorcraft? Just
four, one-third of the 12-ship fleet
National operated prior to eviction.
Four of the downsized ships were re-

47

lic Airport in Farmingdale. The S-
58Ts were the comerstone of what
was once Island Helicopter's New
York Helicopter airline service, for a
time one of the few successful
scheduled rotorcraft services in the
worid. Today that airline is no more,
a pricey perk generally included as
part of a firstclass ticket that feil
victim to the airline fare wars. Com-
pany managers hope to make the S-

around N: l's h at Repub-

Proximity to poiiti I

g on the heliport as a fee-
puym; user instead of 8 landlord. It
was vital for National to get some of
these tourists into the air; many
were from overseas, their flights
pre-paid as pant of pre-amanged
package tours.

In late August, city oﬂ'\cn:\ls gol
wind of the fact that some N

begun hussmu lourlsts lo Linden for
g flights. “Eveni

ﬂxghxs are by far the most popular

with Japanese tourists,” Mallen said.

Anti-Noise Coalition

Aside from the EDC, one of the
most powerful opponents New York
area ial heli L v
are currently dealing with is a mid-
dle-aged woman who makes her liv-
ing as a freelance writer when she's
not making life miserable for helo
ops. Her name is Joy Held and she
hates heli noise. E ive di-

employees were using offices at
East 34th St., from which they had
recently been evicted. They were

within city g«

rector of lhe'Hehcop(er Noise Coali-
non, sand lo number some 15,000
b Held is

bers of Mayor Giuliani's ad-
ministration would differ on that”
smiled Mallen. “Selling the city’s st~
tractions 1o tourists is one of the
mayor's biggest jobs, and over the
yeurs several different helicopter
sightseers have found that they could
sell just ubout every seat they had
availuble. 11°x just o very, very popu-
far way 10 see the city and con be a
very good way for an operator to
make money.”

As It Stands
*“{ don’t reatly blume groups like
Ms. Held's,"” said Mollen. “It's
EDC that's using the system to put
us out of business. What neither un-

Ly igning

8 heavy volume of aerial :vghmwmg operations and a lack of friends

58Ts airworthy once more, but first
a market must be found.

The handful of National employ-
ees that were retained have under-
gone 20-percent pay cuts. Executives
suffered 50-percent salary slashes.
One high level exec’s wife culled
midway through Avistion Interna-
tional News's recent visit 10 an-
nounce the success of her first day as
a local school bus driver, a job she
had recentiy taken in order to help
ends meet.

“We have gone from a company
that could expect annual gross rev-
enues of some $14 million to just
over §2 million as things stand
today.” said National vice-president
Pat Mallen. “It’s been 2 tough blow.”

Back Rent Blues

Asked about the various charges
leveled at National by New York
City's Economic Development Com-
mission (EDC), Mallen blasted the
alleged $700,000 in back rent the
EDC claimed National owed on the
34th St. facility. “It's a bogus issue,
no matter what the EDC says. We
had a Price, Waterhouse audit done
that we’ll provide to any ibl

from its lucrativ

moved off site, but Nationul opera-
tions at East 34th St. resumed.
While the city could evict Istand
from offices at a public-use heli-
pon. it couldn’t bar National or any
other operator from using the fucil-
ily. “This puls us in the role of the
consumer. pot provider of the
poods und services—as we were be-
fore. Paying for what we used 10
sell really cuts into our profit mar-
gin and it means more ferrying of
flying equipment to and from
Farmingdale, which also runs into
money," said Mallen.

Without the on-site offices,
waiting rooms and on-site heli-
copter parking it enjoycd a1 Easi
341h St.. National is abie 1o accom-
modate only about 40 percent of its
former sightseeing business. (Al its
pre-eviction peak, it was operating
160 sightseeing Aights a day from
East 341h.) Allowed just a fraction
of its former flight volume at Eust
34th, National opted to augment its
sightseeing capacity with opera-
tions from the Wall Street Heliport,
a public-use facility located at
Manhartan's exireme southern tip,

party. It shows we are not in arrears
1o the city. There was a time when
we were having trouble meeting the
rent but that was many years ago,”
Mallen said. “The audit showed we
had no delinqueat rent payments,
real estate tax payments or security
deposits due.”

The August 13 eviction could not
possibly have happened at a worse
time: right in the midst of an espe-
cially brisk summer tourist season.

It is administered by the Port Au-
thority of New York and New Jer-
sey. Like East 34th St., Wall Street
is available on a firsi-come, first-
served basis, with National paying
landing and parking fees just as any
other operator.

Operations from Wall Street con-
tinued for about 3 month untit red
tape issues about National's operat-
ing insurance cropped up and the
carrier decided to look elsewhere,
That “cisewhere™ has become Lin-

1¥

base on A

's East River.

adamant in her hatred of most New
York City area helicopter opera-
tions. “I have no quarrel with emer-
gency medical services helicopiers,
or police. If a helicopter can save
lives in that situation. so be it. It's
the hundreds of thousands of air-
bome sightscers that ure ruining the
quulity of life in the city that we
object fo.

“You're not going to lose one
tourist 10 New York if you can’t fly
them over the city,” Held said. “This
isn't a theme park, it's a city, where
people live und breathe and work
and try tu get  good night’s sleep.
There arc other ways 1o look ul New
York: by fool. by 1our bus. There
were tourists coming o New York
long before there were helicopters.
The helicopters simply are not
needed.”

Held's organization’s goals are
straightforward.  First, permancnl
closure of the East 34th S1. and East
60th St. heliports. Then, suspension
of all sightseeing flights over Man-
hattan. After that, severe cuts in
corporate and commercial charter.
“What makes more sense? Flying
a handful of fat cats around in
noisy machines while people on
the ground suffer from the noise
and pollution. s that fir?” she
demanded.,

But whit about New York's al-
ready chronically immobile surface
traffic? “Doesn’t it make more sense
to work on ways of improving truns-
ponation resources availabie to
everyone, rather than those available
just to the power clite?” Held
replied.

[+ v P%S’S’

d ds is that as soon as they do,
someone else will come along to
take our place. They may fly sight-
seers in from outlying heliports,
maybe even from the airports.
Right now we're talking with some
interests at La Guardia for space
from which to operate sightseers,
We'd bus the towrists out from
Manhattan and tuke off and land ai
La Guardia.

“There's always going lo be a
way. The only eniity that can regu-
lute sightseeing out of New York
airspace is FAA and ihey’re nol
going to do that because of the
precedent it woukl set, New York is
Jjusit too powerful a tourist avraction
10 keep people from wanting to see
it from the air. You should see the
people coming ofl vur coplers:
they're starry-eyed. They've just
seen one of the most amazing
sights of their lives. The sheer
physical beauty of New York is
what we're selling and people are
willing to pay to see it.”

In the meantime, National is he-
morrhaging experienced staffers,
personnel it can’t afTord 10 lose but
doesn’t have the cash to keep.

Sclective Hearings

According to the Giuliani admin-
istration, work is set to begin on
rotoreralt masier plan for the entine
vity, a son of grund compromise that
wouthl placaie anti-helivopter forces
while giving rotorcraft operuton the
access they need. Crown jewel of
this plan is a proposed “mega-heli-
port” to be buill aiop Pier 76 on
Manhattan's west side. “li's a per-
fect New York public project,”
commenied a helicopier industiry
onlooker.” It's mude everybody
angry. The helicopter  operators
don’t hink it's near where the pas-
sengers want to go. The locals don™t
like the noise so close. And there's u
popular neighborhood park that
would be affected.”

The Giuliani administration has
also managed Lo alienate both sides
of the dispute when it refined its he-
licopter agenda by not inviting to
the meeting Mallen, a long-time
vetéran of the New York helicopter
scene who was originully scheduled
to testify before the mayoral master
plun group in mid-September. Also
uninvited to the meeling was Held
and her HNC group. Incensed, Held
asked “How can you have 2 public
meeting if you don’t invite the pub-
lie?”

For their part, city officials have
denied going buck on their word, as-
suring both sides that the process is
in its early stages and that all con-
cerned parties will eventuaily be al-
lowed 1o contribute.
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*TV SPORTS /Richardl Saridofriir
“The Missing Leader,
.And Other Race-Gaffes

; Nov-H, 1997
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- four more runners, to concfusion.
= =Y et no word about the women. No

In‘marathon coverage, the only” -

“thing worse than missing a runner’s
dramatic break for the lead late in .
the race is missing the finish. .
" . For 14 minutes on Sunday, Chan- "
nel 11 viewers did not know that :

. Franziska Rochat-Moser had over- -

taken Tegla Loroupe for the wom-

. e1’s lead in the New York City Mara-

“thon. Loroupe was last seen leading

‘on 138th Street. Then, no word. Elite

_runners lost in the mists of Manhat-

‘tan. .
, During those 14 minutes, the men

" ‘were winding up; John Kagwe was

- headed toward a possible course
record. So Trans World Internation-
-al, which produced the event for

-:Channel 11, followed Kagwe, then

- $plit screens. No picture-in-picture. .
_ And nothing verbal from the studjo
by Al Trautwig or Marty Liquori.

Ordinarily, ignoring a climactic

.. moment would be a sign of incompe--

.tence. But T.W.1. was faced with fog-
produced technical woes. Telecast-"
ing the marathon is complex on dry,
sunny days, but fog impairs the capa-
bilities of motorcycle-carried cam- -
eras to transmit signals to helicop- -
ters hovering above.

‘‘The greatest fear is not wind,
snow or rain, but fog,”” said Paul Bis-
sonette, Channel 11’s station man-
ager. With the fog ceiling as low as
200 feet, signals were regularly bro-
ken up. Four of the six helicopters
eventually made emergency land-
mgs They probably should not have

“been up at all.
“~Bissonette believes the 14 minutes
of women’s coverage were missing
because the fog killed them. ‘“There

. were huge gaps of time when we
could not go to a signal to a helicop-
ter because of the cloud cover,” he
said.

After the 14-minute break, Chan-
nel 11 hung with the women for about
two minutes, then shifted to an inter-
view with Kagwe, which could have
been saved for later, and two min-
utes of commercials. Hi ho! There’s
news going on!

Surprisingly, Bissonette said that
even if there had been no fog prob-
lems, wrapping up the men’s race
was of greater import than Rochat-
Moser’s move to the lead. *“We prob-
ably would have used tape of xt," he
said.

o

.

‘Bissonette could not say yesterday
whether the lack of reportingon Ro- -
chat-Moser's taking the lead meant
that all means of communicatingto -
Channel 11, such as walkie-talkies -
that were used by spotters, were also .
rendered useless by the fog.

But even if the weather had T
downed all modes of telling us what . -
was occurring on the women’s side,’
tell the viewers. We knew we were
.missing something. :

Still, the fog did not cause all of the e
production’s problems:

9In aroad race, knowing the time
is sort of important. Viewerslike to .
knowyBut Chaniiel 11’s running ¢lock
: ‘-vwas usedtarioomfregpent]y L

T e

: 5 - -
3 -!Desplte heanng bow movmg itis’.
*to'watch the runners come off the .
H9th Street Bridge onto First Avenue,
A.here was no shot of the glorious mo- :
ment
gKagwe’s surge to the lead at
“about Mile 23 was missed, swallowed
by commercials. Breaks came higg-
-ledy-piggledy, as if no one paid ade-
quate attention tothe race. Youcan't.
always guess the right moment fora
break, but you ¢an guess better. 4
“ 9Confusion between Liquori and
Kathrine Switzer. From 138th Street, -
Switzer reported that Rochat-Moser -
was fading to third place. But 14 min-
utes later, Liquori called Rochat-
Moser’s lead a ‘‘surprise tome, but -
- not to Kathrine, who said she’s been -
running well all year.”” Switzer soon -
reinforced her surprise, saying she -

hadnoidea ‘‘fireworks’’ would come

from Rochat-Moser.

And how much of a lead did Ro-
«chat-Moser have? Was it 11 seconds,
as Liquori said? Was it 20 seconds, as
a graphic said? Or was it a minute,
as Liguori would later reckon, when
he said Loroupe was trailing Colleen
de Reuck by two minutes, *so she’s
three minutes off the lead.” Or not
long after, was the lead down to 11
seconds, as Trautwig said? Thatde -
Reuck must have some kick. . -
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:_‘.e‘lndes the vo'ice For the new”” ﬁ,‘lon'g
pause — “‘Chopper-4.” £y
While the promotion’s tone might sggges»
some sequelized thriller, the ad actualhy
signals the latest escalation in New Yofk’s
fierce news-helicopter wars, an ongoing bat- -
tle for control of the city’s air' and airwaves
Channel 4 is claiming that its new flying
machine, due to take flight by year’s end,
will make the competition seethe with envy.
“It is unlike any other news chopper B
the world,” said Paula Walker, the &ew
director. “It’s so much more superior.
WCBS, Channel -2,-begs to differ. h‘he
station launched a preemptive attack+bm -
Oct. 15, rolling out its latest weapon, :¢
hehcopter mounted infrared camera “ﬂxa
the station touts as capable of "unparalleled
pictures in no-light and low-light news situa- .
tions.” And WABC, Channel 7, has respond
ed by running promotions pointing out tha
it has two news helicopters. Meanwhile, &.
Channel 5, WNYW, an official answered a-
query about air capabnhty with a curt two-
sentence statement: “We are happy"w"m
"our “helicopter - covérage,” said Hilary

. r;.;' /-5-.,¢; ™ :4 e ! M

NFight
" For On-Air
Supremacy

By JESSE McKINLEY

WNBC-TV, Channe! 4, lately may
have come upon a particularly por-
tentous advertisement. The scene is some
sort of a hangar, bathed in rich blue light
and filled with a sibilant whirr.
“There's nothing else like it,”” says the
" voice-over man, nearly growling. *And no
one else has it.”” Suddenly the camera re-
veals a striking black silhouette, something
like a giant cricket with two big turbines
strapped to its sides. “Get ready,” con-

ANYBODY who has happened on

I:I,overing: top, WNBC-TV’s vaunted Chop-
per-4; above, WCBS-TV’s news helicopter.

F—— - RS -

i{ehdler, the general manager. ‘‘We think

the viewers don’t want gimmicks.”
. Whether or not the choppers are gim-
Imicks, what is certain is that the war they
~have sparked is an expensive one. Channel 2
-spent approximately $200,000 on its new
-infrared camera. And while Channel 4 offi-
" cials won't talk prices, the station’s spokes-
Woman Terry Doll, said the helicopter cost

“at least seven figures.”
"~ Much about the new Chopper-4 is shroud-
-ed'in the kind of secrecy usually reserved
for reporters’ toupees. Station officials gave
.¥ague answers about cost, and would not
“reveal the new helicopter’s size or video
Lapabilities. The timing for the promotions
~seems clear: this is sweeps month, a 28-day
period when stations gauge the size of their
audiences — and thus the size of their
advertising rates. (The station had hoped to
-have the chopper flying by now, but Ms. Doll
said it still hadn’t been delivered.)

**Of course, we don’t do it for sweeps,”
said Bart Feder, the news director of Chan-
nel 7, with a tongue-in-cheek defensiveness.
“We do it for journalistic pleasure.”

e
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Whatever the motive, the increased coi'n
petition in high-flying coverage is a relati e-
ly new phenomenon in New York. While the
news helicopter has been a staple in Ligs
Angeles and Houston since the 1970’s, New
York’s aerial fixation didn’t begin in eaf-

" nest until about 1994, when WNBC int}¢-
duced its first Chopper-4 with a new gyros- .

tabilized camera, permitting steady, lo-
cused feeds from overhead. Both WABC ahd
WCBS soon followed. vy
Some news officials remamed skeptlcal
until two events in 1996 showed the chdp-
pers’ usefulness — the January blizzard and
the crash of Flight 800. But those big stor;es
don’t come along every day: one of the ﬁ(st
uses of Channel 2’s infrared camera was i
small house fire in the Bronx. “We saw 1t,1n
a different light,” said Mr. Carey. .
Regardless of whether helicopters a.re
help or hype, it seems they are here to stay
And the skirmishes are likely to escalate.;
““Certain technology has become manda-
tory,” said Mr. Feder of Channel 7. “The
truth is, helicopters can be tremendous help
in covering the news. Or traffic.” n

)
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neighborhoods.

Towns have joined to propose leg:

empower the Federal Aviation

helicopter takeoffs, landings and

150,000 trips per year (at rates as
high as two per minute along the
West Side), metropolitan New
York is by far the most cluttered
whirleybird corridor in the coun-
try. Queens, including part of
Maloney's district, is famously
sandwiched between "Kennedy
-and LaGuardia airports, while
the issue has been further com-

v

35¢

Con+t.

U.S. Reps. Jerrold Nadler, | plicated by waterfront park de-
» | ‘Carolyn B. Maloney and Edolphus | velopment in Nadler'’s venue.

- NOVEMBER 12-18, 1997

| Legislation introduced to curtail noise pollutzon a
1 problem causing West Siders sleepless nights -

BY HERB RUBENSTEIN
Amid whirling charges of environmental neglect and abuse by crty
| residents against three helicopter carriers operating in Manhattan,
and their suspect city and state hosts, local Congressronal represen-
tatives appear to be chopping their way to a noise abatement solution
for the helicopter flight paths recently rattling West Side waterfront

creased by 23 percent, and neatly

half of all flights are taken By

tourists. Three of the city’s four
heliports are city-owned, includ-
ing operations along the East
River at 60th and 34th Streets,
and near Wall Street. A fourth of
New York and New Jersey, whwh
also shares in the operation of the

“In the last five years, chopper

| islation this week which would trafﬁc over New York Clty has in- _' «‘Q:‘?ﬁe CHOPEER I_S_SU&}’age;of

Administration (FAA) to issue
helicopter traffic and noise re-.
strictions in accordance with the-
1 needs of any county or municipal-
ity of over 500,000 people. With-

intercity overflights totaling:

CHOPPER ISSUE STILL MAKING NOISE

Continued, frmn Pagel -

'

Wall Street facility. '

In September, 1996, Manhattan Bor-
ogh President Ruth Messmger had pro-
duced an agreement between the FAA, the
Eastern Region Helicopter Council (the
mdustry s principal lobbying agency), and
various local politicians to limit Manhat-
tan helicopter flight paths to the East and

‘Hudson Rivers, with one overland flight

path north of 86th St. at a minimum alti-
tude of 1,500 feet.
“New York is the city that doesn't

sleep,” remarked Messinger at the time, |
_“but New Yorkers want to be able to exer-

cise their options about when and where
they do.” National Helicopters, which was

_directly affected by Messinger’s plan, did
_not seem to care much about who slept

when, or if they slept at all, bringing suit
against the plan, which would also have
cut the number of flights out of East 34th
St. by nearly half.

‘In January of this year, Federal Judge
$onia Sotomayor threw out most of the re-

strictions, ruling that local governments-

could not issue regulations regarding avia-
tion, an area pre-empted-by the Federal
Government. While ‘the FAA does have
power to regulate aviation safety stan-
dards, it exercises no provisions to regu-

late helicopter noise. Indeéd the law, in

this regard, would appear to date from a
time when the roar of engines was thought

self.
The city did sucoessfullymove to evxct
National Hehcopters.m Apri}, even asahe-

to be the rhythm and meter of progress it-

Lol
 gmac

. hcopter crashed into the East River off

60th Street, on April 15th. Johnson Con-.
trols, a corporate carrier which manages
the 60th St. facility, is to take over East
34th Street, pending resolution of-

’Natlonal’s clalm to the sight’s under-

ground fuel tanks. The East River acei-
dent, which resulted in one death, and the
fifth New York City helicopter fatality
since 1983, was not held to be the fault of
Johnson, in a National Transportation
Safety Board finding. = -

The rejected solution had also bred dis-
content in Brooklyn, especially around
Brooklyn Heights, due to the continued
use of the East River Route by the Liberty
line, the city’s principal tourist carrier, fly-
ing out of the Authority’s West 30th Street
heliport. In October, the deal was recast
through the brokerage of Messinger, U.S.
Rep. Towns and the Brooklyn Task Force
on Helicopter Noise.

“This is a bad joke at community ex-
pense, behind closed doors, with our tax
dollars,” maintains Joy Held, of the New
York Helicopter Noise Coalition. The Coa-
lition, with 15,000 members, has vowed
nothing less than the complete and per-
manent shutdown of all commercial heli-
copter traffic ver New York City.

Held insists that the city’s Economie
Development Corporation (EDC), which
oversees heliport policy, and Town's office
“have been closed to us. We were not al-
lowed by Towns to send more than onerep-

- resentativé to more than one of his meet-

mgs I can‘t speak Ior Town s motlvatlon&
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Et’s badteally human naturé o be selfish.

““You can’t walk through one riverside
park these days without hearing helicop-
ters - it sounds like JFK Airport,” says
F Held. “It's just a divide and conquier strat-
egy.” : ' i
*The Maloney-Nadler-Towns bill would
ereate FAA enforcement provisions for
prestrictions on the number of helicopter
flights per year at heliports, along with
permissible days and hours of operation,
eontingent upon community “health and
welfare standards” in regard to noise
and atmospheric effects. Any implémex-
tation of restrictions would require
about seven months of review and public
comment. s

astudy, costing at least $500,000, to deter-
mine how best to protect the public from
1 the tremulous sonic incursions. This has

than one public meeting on helicopter
policy in at least six months. The last
meeting, in September, was called with
less than 48 hours notice provided to any=
one, including elected officials. -

_ This did ‘not prevent a number of
Ppeople from rushing to criticize the pro-
posed study as inadequate in its sampling
methods, who reported the distinct ab-

pointed day of a survey. The nights, ac-
cording to those who did attend the meet-
ing, temained blotted by a kind of aerial
white noise, counteracted only by run-
ning a TV 24 hours a day, or an air condi-
tioner through the winter. .
Several persons still shuddered at the

tragedy, when a helicopter crashed on the
landing pad atop the Pan Am (now
‘MetLife) building. One victim was killed

Jow.

| Nadler, “but we won't be able to wait for
it.” Meanwhile, the interborough bickér-
j ing has continued. . T
“Do you actually think that helicopters
can be banned from New York?" asks
| Karen Johnson, who heads up helicopter
policies for U.S. Rep. Towns. “Our office
has had no complaints about the new
{ route to date.” (Johnson maintains that no
West Side residéntial area is close enough
to the latest flight path to be seriously dis-
turbed bvrélated noise). -

. The City's EDC has pledged-to conduct -

not qualmed many fears on either side of
the East River. The EDC has not held more.

sence of helicopter flights on the ap--

recollection of the 1978 Pan Am Heliport-

by a rotor blade hurled into the street be-

“The EDC can conduct its study,” séys !'

by “Pmete is-wo way 30 realistically ap-
:proach this problem,” Jofinson states, “ex-

_cept one rung at a time. First of all, we

<an’t close down the heliports in'the city]

because they are public operations, rp-

-ceiving federal funding, and until that -

funding expires, they must remain open on
‘that basis alone,” said Johnson, “Helicop-"

fers are a reality of the late 20th century.,

Over 40 percent of the flights in New York
involve tourism - but those flights are not
essential to the city's economy - the typical
tourist doesn't come here to spend his
#eney on that. That's something we can
findawaytoend”

““But how would Mrs. Held’s group end
flights needed for medical emergencies,

CWEITE IR T -
law’e‘nfofcem?ent and fire'fighting, or atr/
séa rescue services?” Johnson believes
that the immediate picture is shaped by
the need to assess facilities like the Wall
‘Street Heliport (oriented toward busi-
kress passengers), explaining that it
**handles 15,000 flights a year - with a ca-
pacity for 60,000 - and it has a 15-year
slease. Even if we did ban heliports from
the city, the carriers could just move over
%o New Jersey, and it would be impossible
to get the FAA to prevent overflights fro}
-other areas.” : : J
-~ Sheila Susskind of the Brooklyn Task
“Force, who worked with U.S. Reps. Towhs
-and Johnson on the route changes, hopés
to see all the East River heliports close,
but explains that for the present, the route

.alteration should be feasible because the ]

“Hudson River is broader than the East
; River, you don't have factors like Roosevelt

}Island, where people have had a really
hard time with this. There are only abot.

‘30 helicopters involved.”

;- Susskind feels'that the “Helicopter . -

-Noise Coalition” people have not con-
nected well with elected officials. They've
been too aggressive, where moderation’is

Vo e oo

r$ ocal helicoptér Soiparies were reiyy-
} tant'to comment on record, hiowever ar in-
! dustry spokesperson, Matt Zuccaro, of the
-Eastern Region Helicopter Council, ex-
pressed eagerness to work with ahy
elected officials and community leadérs
toward an abatement of noise problents.
.“A lot of pilots,” Zuccaro says, “dor’t fy -
Fneighborly because they're new to’the
.area - and some are too complacent. Re- -
 training is sometimes necéssary. A lot’sf
 this is also caused by conflicting traffic,
bad weather, or emergencies.” Zucearo ‘
claims that advances in the design.and -
construction of helicopter. engines:is .
‘bound to make them significantly quieter
“over time, adding that “our goal is 100 per- -

-cent compliance.” . JRP IR

. One question still to be answered con-
cerns how the state and city might recon-
‘cile a proposed relocation of the West 30th
“Street heliport to Pier 76 with park devel-
sopment intended for that same site, §d-
Joining the Javits Center. “That doesn’t
L jibe with any plan I know of,” said U.S. Rep.
Nadler, “they’re looking for a new home for
ythat heliport but I'll oppose any plan toput
it there.” . ..
. Maloneyreports that several New Jer-
 sey and Californja Representatives are
‘backing the legislation. “It may be fun to
ride around in a helicopter,” said Minna
"Elias, who helped Maloney research the
1ssue, “but when helicopter noise riiins
your sleep, or maybe your health, it's no
fun.” Congress isn't expected to have

needed. “I' think that since the route -

changes took effect, many more pecple &p.

and down the East River, both in Brooklyn
and Manhattan are feeling better,” said
Susskind. “It’s not true that we're just try-
ing to ease our pain here in Brooklyn. We
think the EDC has been forthcoming, and
we'd like to see the East Side, the West
‘Side; Queens, the whole city brought into

this ona master plan.” . -

any fun with the bill before January
1998, = ’ .
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HELICOPTRR

In an effort to curb helicopter opera-
tions that pose a threat to public safety,
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney intro-
duced a bill in Congress last week'to em-
power the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and local governments to regulate
flight noise and traffic in large cities.

The move follows unsuccesful efforts

_by the Giuliani administration to exert
regalatory power over helicopter over-
flights. The bill would push the Federal

y Aviation Administration (FAA) to de-

"velop a plan to reduce the risks caused
by helicopter flights in cities with a popu-
Jation of more than 500,000 people and
allow the agency to slash the number of
daily flights.

The plan could also limit the type of

_ helicopters used and other restrictions
. it deemed necessary “to protect public
health and welfare.”

All emergency, military, administra-
tive, and media helicopter flights would
be exempt from the FAA restrictions.

“New York residents report helicop-

ters blasting overhead every two minutes
during peak hours and during days and
weeks when travel is heavy,” said
‘Maloney, Nadler, and Towns in a letter
sent to other legislators last Monday
night. “There has been a 23% increase
in helicopter takeoffs and landings in
New York City since 1991.”

Should the bill become law, it would
have a greatimpact on the East Side and
the rest of the city. Helicopter traffic has
long been a point of contention between
residents and anti-noise activists and the
city, which sees certain economic ben-
efits in permitting greater helicopter

28, NOo. 50
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activity over the island of Manhattan.

State and local governments currently
do not have the power to regulate heli-
copter operations because aviation is
under federal jurisdiction. However, ac-
cording to the legislators, the “FAA and
its experts in aviation also have no power
to regulate risks to safety and increased
noise associated with a high frequency
of helicopter flights.”

The planned legislation comes as East
Side helicopter traffic has slightly de-
creased in recent weeks due to a route
change. However, the shift has increased
activity along the Hudson River, say an ti-
noise advocates who question the sud-
den change as an election year gimmick.

The traffic shift, which has been go-
ing on for several weeks, occurred when
a helicopter company, Liberty, also known

NOVEMBER 12, 19974

A new law uoﬁ?dresmt‘rict heli

@_'C

copter flights.
as Air Pegasus, began flying out of a heli
port in Brooklyn. Usually, the company
flies out of a downtown heliports near
Wall Street and West 30th Street.

“This may have decreased traffic on
the East Side, but all it's done is basically
shift the problem,” said Joy Held of the
Helicopter Noise Coalition of New York.

Held said the move may be nothing
more than an election year ploy while
the real question of helicopter wraffic
remains answered.

The coalition, a group of 15,000 resi-
dents angered by the environmental and
safety costs of helicopter traffic, wants to
ban all non-emergency helicopter flights
over New York City. The group has called
the city's helicopter master plan 2 “cha-
rade.

— Jayson Carcione
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Reaches
Congress

In an effort to curb helicopter opera-
tions that pose a threat to public safety,
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney intro-
duced a bill in Congress last week to em-
power the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion and local governments to regulate
flight noise and traffic in large cities.

The move follows unsuccesful efforts
by the Giuliani administration to exert
regalatory power over helicopter over-
flights. The bill would push the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA)to develop
a plan to reduce the risks caused by heli-
copter flights in cities with a population
of more than 500,000 people and allow
the agency to slash the number of daily
flights.

“The plan could also limit the type of
helicopters used and other restrictions it
deemed hecessary “to protect public
health and welfare_”

Allemergency, military, administrative,
and media helicopter flights would be
exempt from the FAA restrictions,

“New York residents report helicop-
ters blasting overhead every two minutes
during peak hours and during days and
-weeks when travel is heavy,” said Maloney,
Nadler, and Towns in a letter sent to other
legislators last Monday night. “There has
been a 23% increase in helicopter take-
offs and landings in New York City since
1991.”

Should the bill become law, it would
have a great impact on the East Side and
the rest of the city. Helicopter traffic has
long been a point of contention between
residents and anti-noise activists and the
city, which sees certain economic benefits
in permitting greater helicopter activity
over the island of Manhattan, :

— Jayson Carcione
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helicopter noise.

E " BY AL AMATEAU

Ay federal, state or city rules, are a noisy

.menace, three Congressmembers met at the

30th St. Heliport on Nov. 17 to announce

théxr bill to regulate chopper operations.
£% Carolyn Maloney and Jerrold Nadler,
whose districts include the East and West

Sides of Manhattan, and Edolphus Towns,

ybose district includes Brooklyn Heights

were joined by Helicopter Noise Coalition
members as they called for Federal Aviation

“Kdministration supervision of helicopter

* flights in cities with populations over

~ '500,000.

Assemblymember Richard Gottfried
and aides 0 Councilinember Tom Duane
and Manhattan Borough President Ruth
Messinger also supported the legislation,

“I was very surprised to learn that the
F.A A, the state and city governments, none

- of them have jurisdiction over helicopter

flights,” said Nadler, “this bill would allow

city residents to recapture some measure of
the peace and tranquility that has been taken
away by constant helicopter activity.”

i Maloney noted that five helicopters

have crashed, resulting in five deaths, in

New York City since 1983.

The bill, known as the Helicopter Noise

Controland Safety Act, wouldgivethe F.A.A.

authority to determine if helicopters pose a
risk toacity’s health and welfare. The agency
would be empowered to develop a plan to
reduce the risk, including limits on the
frequency and times of operation.

The bill would also allow local

Congressmembers Jerrold Nadler, left, Edolphus Towns and Carolyn Maloney,
and Assemblymember Richard Gottfried, right, at demonstration against

* Protesting thathelicopters, uncontrolled

Villager photo by Al Amatean

| New bill seeks to curb
; n0|se from helicopters

governments, agencies or heliport owners to

~ submit studies showing that heliport noise is

anissue,and thencreate a plan to address the

" problem. The F.A.A. would then amend the

plan, hold hearings and adopt it. b

Towns, whose-office was instrumental _:
in negotiating an agreement last month with
one helicopter operator to quit sightseeing
flights over the East River and confine them
to the Hudson River, declared “There are too
many helicopters and they fly too often," ’
over the city. f

There are 141,000 take-offsand landmgs ]
per year from the four Manhattan heliportsat -
60th St., 34th St. and Wall St. on the East
River and 30th St. on the Hudson, Towns
noted. Of those, 50,000 are sightseeing
operations.

Meanwhile, the Helicopter Noxse
Coalition of New York City, which has a .
pending lawsuit against the city to close g b
34th St. Hehport has completed a helicop!
noise study in the Rivergate residentjal ..
complex 250 feet from the heliportin support
of its suit. -

Joy Held, founder of the coalition, smd
the study, conducted by Cowan Accoustical
Associates, documents helicopter noise
readings of 94 decibels on apartment terraces

- and 86 decibels, inside an apartment, a six-

fold increase over background noise. The
readings, she said, indicate a “significant
adverseimpact” and “are sufficiently highto
interfere with Rivergate residents’ sleep, .-
speech and tasks requiring concentration
and coordination.”
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Enemy Territory

Copter Legislation Announced at West 30th Street Heliport; Anti-

2y

Helicopter Activists Banned from Warm Waiting Room by Peter Dufty

I t was windy and cold at the West
30th Street heliport on Monday
when Rep. Carolyn Maloney and
Rep. Jerrold Nadler announced
legislation to empower the FAA to

" regulate helicopters:

But storie-faced helicopter of-
ficials, who watched the proceed-

other curbs. The FAA currently
does little, besides setting altitude
and licensing requirements, to re-

strict flights. Nadler called the lack

of FAA oversight “a hole in the
regulatory scheme.”" -
Helicopters in the city, said

Joy H

ings through the heliport’s large
front windows, weren’t letting
anyone sit in their warm waiting
room.

Joy Held, executive director of
the Helicopter Noise Coalition,
tried to go in and take a seat —
but no luck. She would remain
cold along with the others.

As reported in the Nov. 7 Resi-
dent, the legislation “will grant the
FAA [the Federal Aviation Admin-

istration] the authority to deter- ~

mine if helicopters pose a risk to
the city’s health and welfare,” said
Maloney, “and to develop a plan
to reduce that risk.” .

The plan may include curfews, -

restrictions on helicopter size and

. West Side Assemblyman Richard

eld at the 30th Street Helibo

rt

Gottfried, “benefit a tiny fraction
of New Yorkers and out of
towners.” :

The helicopter industry didn’t
greet the announcement with
open arms. ’

“We are working with the com-
munity and the FAA to resolve the
issues on our own,” said Matt
Zuccaro, spokesman for the East-
ern Region Helicopter Council, a
helicopter advocacy group. “We
feel our program of working with
the community ... has been suc-
cessful.” .

He cited Liberty Helicopters’
recent action to limit its
sightseeing flights to the Hudson
River. The company, which flies

.

out of the West 30th Street l'ixd i
port, had previously flown arodnd -
the tip of Jower Manhattan, up the

East River, across northern Mga- .

hattan "and ‘back down the’
Hudson. - ke
“They have to re-orient their
whole marketing program,>
Zuccaro said of Liberty. w
He said a “limited numberof
people” in Manhattan object 5
helicopter overflights. “People
have been positive and support-

_ive of what we have done” =

Held said her coalition igs:
cludes 16,000 members and:a -
number of community groups.?

Perhaps the most dogged.fy
persistent anti-helicopter activist
in the city, Held passed out the ré-
sults of a noise study conducted
by Cowan Acoustical Associatés’
during the press conference.

“It’s definitely loud,” said com-
pany president James Cowan of .
the area around the East 34th°
Street heliport where the study
was conducted. %

At the Rivergate apartment
complex, at 401 E. 34th St. (about
250 feet from the heliport}, read- . .
ings of 86 decibels inside of apart-"* *
ments and 94 decibels on terraces: '
were charted by the company. I

The New York City Noise Code
allows 65 decibels outdoors and “°
45 decibels indoors. oy

Ronna Lewis, a tenant of. i
Rivergate, said that noise levels - !
have decreased since National - |
Helicopters, a sightseeing com- |
pany, was evicted from the heli- .
port. The company i$ now flying
of out of Linden, N.J.

“We are very grateful that they
afe not doing the sightseeing ’
flights, but I shudder to think
what will happened if they come
back;” said Lewis.

Still, every time a copter flies
out of the heliport she knows st.
And she isn’t too happy about it.
“It’s very loud,” she said.

But since Held’s group funded
the study, aren’t the findings
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: tamted by bias?

“You put a noise meter out and
itmeasures noise,” she responded.
“How do you doctor that?”

Also busy handing out litera-
ture was Arline L. Bronzaft, a re-
tired Lehman College professor

-and, according to her hand-out, a

“well-known authority on the ad-
verse effects of noise on mental
and physical health”

She recently completed a study

_—called “Aircraft Noise: A Poten-
"tial Health Hazard” — which con-

cluded that “people who are as-
saulted by aircraft noise do not get
used to the noise.” The study will

_be published in something called

Environment and Behavior later
this year.
Nearly 70 percent of city resi-

- dents who live within the paths of

overhead airplanes told the re-
searchers that they were bothered
by neighborhood jet noise.

- Bronzaft, who lives on East
79th Street, said she had no per-

sonal testimony to offer on heli- "
copters. ,
“I'm a scholar,” she saxd _
Held, though far from upset
about being banned from the he-
liport waiting room (she expected.
as much), was stewing over her
exclusion from an advisory com-
miittee meeting on the city’s heli-
copter master plan, which is be-
ing formulated by the Economic
Development Corp. The meeting
will be held on Thursday, Nov. 19.”
(The master plan, when com-
pleted, will set the city’s hehcop-
ter policy.) -
‘What was first described to her
as an open meeting was then de-
scribed as a closed meeting by.
EDC officials. No matter. Held zs‘
going. :
“Iintend to go there if they bar

- me ... that is grounds for a law-

suxt, she said.
EDC spokesperson Ienmfer'
Wasmer confirmed that the meet- .

- ing was not open to the public. W
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